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FOOTHILL COLLEGE 
Institutional Research and Planning 
 

DATE:  February 24, 2017  
TO: Moaty Fayek, Interim Vice President of Workforce Development & Institutional Advancement 
 Andrew LaManque, Interim Vice President of Instruction & Institutional Research 
FROM: Lisa Ly, Acting College Researcher 
RE: Winter 2017 Sunnyvale Center Analysis 
  
This report is a continuation of the Fall 2016 Sunnyvale Center Analysis1 and provides demographic and 
enrollment profiles of winter 2017 Sunnyvale Center students. The findings are compared to fall 2016 to 
assess any differences in students’ demographics or enrollments. The analyses for both terms reflect the 
same number of instruction days. Unless specified, data in this report reflects students enrolled in face-
to-face and/or hybrid sections, hereafter referred to as face-to-face students. The data for this report is 
current as of February 14, 2017. 
 

http://www.foothill.edu/staff/irs/Fall2016_Sunnyvale_Center_Analysis.pdf
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Figure 2: Age and Gender of Sunnyvale Persisters vs. Non-Persisters 

 
Age 17 and under is less than 1% and is not shown. 

 

 Of the 76% (1,249) students who did not persist in face-to-face sections fall 2016 to winter 2017 
at the Center, 52% (652) students did enroll at a FHDA campus. 

 Most of them enrolled at Foothill Main (79%), followed by De Anza Main (10%). 
 Some students (7%) did enroll at the Center, but in online sections. 

 
Sunnyvale Center Headcount and Enrollment (Overview) 

 Headcount and enrollment are lower in winter 2017 than compared to fall 2016. 
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Table 1: Female Students by Ethnicity Table 2: Male Students by Ethnicity 

  
 
Location of Residence 

 
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Figure 6: Highest Educational Attainment 

 
 
Educational Goal 

 While the majority of face-to-face students indicated they would like to transfer to a four-year 
institution, the proportion of transfer-seeking students is less in winter 2017 than compared to 
fall 2016, 48% vs. 51% (figure 7). 

 Compared to fall 2016, in winter 2017, there are higher proportions of students who would like 
to earn a certificate (8% vs. 6%) or Other educational goal (34% vs. 32%). Other includes goals 
such as prepare for new career, advance in current career, maintain certificate/license, 
educational development and improve basic skills. 

 

Figure 7: Educational Goal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

62%

5%

28%

6%

61%

6%

26%

6%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

H.S. diploma/
Equivalent

Associate degree Bachelor's degree
or higher

11%
6%

51%

32%

10% 8%

48%

34%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Degree Certificate Transfer All Other

Fall 2016 Winter 2017



 

  Foothill College Institutional Research | 6 

Student Type 

 Most winter 2017 face-to-face students are continuing students (71%), followed by first-time 
transfer students (13%) and returning students (12%). 

 

Figure 8: Student Enrollment Type 

 
 
Selected Major 

 Consistent with fall term4, Child Development, Business Administration, Computer Science, 
Paramedic and Biological Sciences are majors selected by most winter 2017 students. 
 

Table 4: Top 10 Selected Majors, Winter 2017 

 
 
Continuing Students - Educational Goal and Major 
Since the majority of winter 2017 face-to-face students are continuing students, in order to determine 
which programs or courses may attract continuing students to Sunnyvale Center, their educational goal 
and major were examined. 
 

 Educational Goal: Over half of continuing students indicated their educational goal is to transfer 
to a four-year institution (56%), followed by Other (26%). Very few continuing students indicated 
they want to earn a degree (11%) or certificate (7%). 

 

                                                 
4
 Fall 2016 top 10 majors: Child Development (10%), Business Administration (8%), Computer Science (8%), Paramedic (6%), English (5%), 

Accounting (4%), Biological Sciences (4%), Paramedic-CEA (4%), Computer Science for Transfer (4%) and Psychology for Transfer (3%). 

Students Percent

1 Child Development 124 11%

2 Business Administration 86 8%

3 Computer Science 71 6%

4 Paramedic 58 5%

5 Biological Sciences 55 5%

6 English 54 5%

7 Computer Science for Transfer 40 4%

8 Accounting 39 3%

9 Paramedic-CEA 34 3%

Business Admin for Transfer 30 3%

Psychology for Transfer 30 3%

Radiologic Technology 30 3%

Major

10
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Figure 10: Enrollment Priority Category 

 
 
Financial Aid Award 

 Like fall 2016, over three-fourths (77%) of face-to-face students do not have financial aid for the 
winter 2017 term.6  

 Of those who have received financial aid, 6% and 17% of students are awarded the Pell Grant or 
Other Aid (i.e. non-Pell Grant), respectively. 
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Credit vs. Degree vs. Non-Credit 

 Similar to fall 2016, the majority (89%) of winter 2017 face-to-face enrollment is degree 
applicable, followed by non-credit (7%) and Credit (4%). 

 When the characteristics of the course is factored, the majority of the enrollments consist of 
degree and occupational-applicable courses (33%), followed by degree- and transfer-applicable 
courses (30%). 

 While enrollment is lower for credit- and degree-applicable courses in winter 2017 versus fall 
2016, the opposite was observed for non-credit. In winter 2017, non-credit account for 7% (109) 
of enrollments compared to 4% (76) in fall 2016. 

 

Table 8: Credit, Degree and Non-Credit by Course Characteristics, Winter 2017 

 
 
Days with the Most Students at Sunnyvale Center 
In order to determine which day of the week has the most students on campus, fully online course 
sections is excluded from this portion of the analysis. Enrollments are accounted for accordingly based 
on the number of times a section met. For instance, if a section has an enrollment count of 22 students 
and met on Mondays and Wednesdays, then the anticipated foot traffic from this course is 44 students 
during a given week. Courses that include
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Table 13: Sunnyvale Students Enrolled at Other FHDA Campuses, Winter 2017 

 
 
Students Concurrently Enrolled at Sunnyvale Center and Only Foothill Main Campus 
Since 53% of Sunnyvale Center face-to-face students are concurrently enrolled at Foothill Main Campus, 
this section of the report examines their course enrollment at Foothill Main Campus. These 668 students 
have a total of 1,308 enrollments at Foothill Main, or 1.96 course enrollments per student. 
 
Enrollment by Division 

 The majority of the enrollment is in Business & Social Sciences (23%), followed by Physical 
Science, Math & Engineering (22%) and Fine Arts & Communications (19%). Combined, these 
three divisions account for 64% of Sunnyvale students’ enrollment at Foothill Main Campus. 

 

Figure 14: Sunnyvale Center Students Concurrently Enrolled at Foothill Main: 
Enrollment at Foothill Main Campus by Division, Winter 2017 
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Instructional Method by Division 

 Face-to-face: Physical Science, Math & Engineering (27%), Language Arts (22%) and Business & 
Social Sciences (15%) divisions have the most face-to-face enrollments. 

 Hybrid and Online: Students are likely to enroll in Fine Arts & Communications and Business & 
Social Sciences hybrid and online sections. Combined, these two divisions account for 67% of 
hybrid and 69% of online enrollments. 

 

Table 11: Sunnyvale Center Concurrently Enrolled at Foothill Main: 
Enrollment at Foothill Main Campus by Division and Instructional Method, Winter 2017 
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Appendix 
 

Table 12: Sunnyvale Center Face-

-


