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CONSTITUTION  
OF  

THE FOOTHILL COLLEGE ACADEMIC SENATE 
 
 

PREAMBLE 
 

As authorized under Title 5 of the California Administrative Code, Article 2, Section 53201 (Subchapter A), we, the members 
of the faculty of Foothill College, are uniting to form the Foothill College Academic Senate, which will act through its Executive 
Committee. We will vigorously promote the quality of community college education. We believe that the Academic Senate will 
contribute to the fullest educational and professional potential of each member of the faculty and will further the aims and goals 
of Foothill College. We pledge our mutual support and cooperation to achieve these ends. 

 
 

ARTICLE I. NAME 
 

This organization shall be known as the Foothill College Academic Senate, hereafter referred to in this document as the 
Academic Senate or Senate. 
 
 

ARTICLE II. OBJECTIVES 
 

Section 1. Objectives. 

 will facilitate communication between the Senate and the 
administration, the Foothill-De Anza Community College Board of Trustees, the academic divisions, and the De Anza Faculty 
Senate. 

 
Section 2. Responsibilities. 

With regard to academic and professional matters, the Board of Governors and the Board of Trustees rely upon the 
recommendations of the Academic Senates. Therefore, it shall be the responsibility of the Academic Senate to be primarily 
concerned with and to make recommendations to the appropriate college and district administrators and management teams, the 
Board of Trustees, and state educational agencies on local and statewide community college educational issues, including but 
not limited to the following (Reference: Title 5, Subchapter 2, Article 2, Section 53200, paragraph (c)): 

(1) curriculum, including establishing prerequisites and placing courses within disciplines, 

�)agrudingpolincies, 

(5) standards or policies regarding student preparation and success, 
(6) district and college governance structures, as related to faculty roles, 
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Section 4. Definitions.

Faculty means those employees of Foothill College who are employed in positions that are not designated as supervisory 
or management, and for which minimum qualifications for hire are specified by the Board of Governors as defined in Title 5. 
(Reference: Title 5, Subchapter 2, Article 2, Section 53200, paragraph (a).) 

Quorum shall consist of a majority of members eligible to vote at regular Executive Committee meetings. At a general 
meeting of the electorate, a quorum shall refer simply to the number of persons present at that time. 

Voting shall be as follows: 
(1) Executive Committee members will have one vote each at regular Executive Committee. 
(2) Full-time faculty will have one vote and part-time faculty ½ vote at general meetings and elections 
-0t general meetings andltny acT
EMC ia acT
ECud Tc ime3llows: 
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d. preside at the meetings of the Senate and of the Executive Committee, 
e. supervise all the affairs of the Academic Senate and execute such plans and policies as the members of the Executive 

Committee or the Academic Senate may have authorized, directed, or approved, 
f. serve as an ex-officio member of all committees, except the election and nominating committees, 
g. make an end-of-the-Academic year written report to the Academic Senate at least one week prior to leaving office, 
h. appoint or remove committee members with the consent of the Executive Committee, 
i. attend, or delegate one or more Executive Committee members to attend, any college, district, or state meeting where 

faculty representation is sought or needed  
j. represent, in conjunction with the Vice-President when possible, the collective opinions, Committee desires, and 

recommendations of the members of the Academic Senate and Executive Committee in meetings with community 
officials or with college or district administrative and management staff and 

k. sign all financial vouchers and bills in the absence of the Treasurer 
l. review the Senate constitution every three years 
m. attend both plenary sessions of the state-wide Academic Senate as a voting delegate 
 
 

Section 6. Duties of the Vice-President.
The Vice-President shall: 
a. serve as a voting member of the Executive Committee, 
b. assume, in the temporary absence of the President, the duties of that office, 
c. assist the President in the performance of the functions and responsibilities of that office, 
d. sign all financial vouchers and bills in the absence of the Treasurer and the President, 
e. inform all faculty of committees and invite them to participate, 
f. coordinate the membership of all Senate committees for presentation to the Executive Committee the last meeting of 

spring quarter and 
g. perform other duties for the President as mutually agreed upon, or as requested 
h. serve as the co-chair of the curriculum committee, 

(1) prepare the agenda and co-chair the Curriculum Committee, 
(2) serve as an ex-officio member on the Campus Shared Governance Committee, and 
(3) serve as a voting member on the Executive Committee, facilitating communication with the committee 

        i.  attend the fall plenary session of the state-wide Academic Senate. 
 

Section 7. Duties of the Secretary-Treasurer.
The Secretary-Treasurer shall: 
a. serve as a voting member of the Executive Committee, 
b. collect dues, disburse funds, sign all financial vouchers and bills, maintain financial records, and submit financial reports 

to the Senate at the end of spring quarter, and as requested by the Executive Committee,  
c. set up the budget for the approval of the Executive Committee and Senate, 
d. act as President in the temporary absence of the President and Vice-President, and  
e. perform additional duties as may be required by the office 
f. attend the spring plenary session of the state-wide Academic Senate, 
g. keep accurate attendance records of Senate executive committee meetings, 
h. maintain or delegate responsibility for the Academic Senate website , 
i.  produce minutes in a timely fashion. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARTICLE V. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Section 1. Composition.
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Such committees may include, but are not limited to the Improvement of Instruction Committee, the Curriculum Committee, 
and the General Education Committee. 

 
Section 4. Joint Development areas are: 

(1) Units for degrees and certificates 
(2) Educational program development 
(3) Government structures as related to faculty roles 
(4) Faculty involvement in accreditation 
(5) Policies for program review 
(6) Processes for institutional planning and budget development 
Examples of such committees are Instructional Improvement Committee, Accreditation Self-Study Committee and campus 

and district budget committees and program review committees. 
 
 

Section 5. 
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