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Background 
 
The Foothill Architecture 
 
Foothill College was founded in 1957. A $10.4 million bond was passed in 1958 and the 
construction for the new community college was completed in 1961. The college is imbued 
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Prior to the student services building many student services related offices were housed in 
the administration building, but programmatic needs out grew the space.  At the time there 
was support for having most student services in one building.  Many agreed though that the 
design of the building has not facilitated the “one stop” approach to services many thought 
would be possible in one building.  Having services on 3 floors reduced the benefit to being 
in one building.  Several staff members gave suggestions on how the building might be 
changed, such as adding an additional floor between one and two, installing an internal stair 
case, and adding exit points.  Several student services representatives indicated that they 
preferred to be on the upper campus but understood that moving back presented its own 
problems in terms of space and cost.  All agreed that the best option for the future was to 
make enhancements to the existing building. 
 
 
Linkages to College Planning 
 
The 2016-17 Update maintains the priorities outlined in the 2014 Facilities Master Plan 
Recommendations with a focus on Flexible Spaces, Celebrate the Campus as a Living 
Lab, Encourage Experimentation in Learning Methods and Technology, Support 
Technology Use by the Campus Community. 
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The Planning Principals (included below with project proposals) outlined in the 2015-16 
FMP were derived from the college Mission, Vision 

 i
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Foothill College Facilities Planning Framework 
 

 
 

Assumptions 

 

1) Foothill students will increasingly bring a diverse range of skills and academic 
abilities to the learning process. 

 

2) Online enrollments will continue to account for about one third of total 
enrollments. 

 

3) 
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The total number of first time to college students entering in the fall declined from 
1,716 to 1,413 (-17%) from fall 2012 to fall 2016.  African American student 
enrollment declined 30% from 108 to 76, while Latino student enrollment increased 
from 394 to 485.  The proportion of first time students identifying as Latino increased 
from 23% in fall 2012 to 28% in fall 2016. 

 

Figure 3 

 
 

Fall to winter persistence varies by ethnic group with about 90% of Asian students 
returning in the winter compared to African American, Latino, and White students 
who return on average at a rate of less than 80% (see Figures 3 and 4). 

Figure 4 
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Foothill provides a wide range of instructional programs with facilities needs ranging 
from Dental Hygiene examination rooms to large lecture classrooms.  About 30% of 
Foothill’s course enrollments are occupational or Career / Technical related (Figure 5).   

 

Figure 5 

 
 

Online enrollment now accounts for about 1/3 of credit enrollment (Figure 6) with an 
additional 11% of sections meeting face to face and having an online component 
(hybrid). 
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As noted in Figure 7 below, overall online course success rates have continued to 
increase.  However in fall 2016 face to face courses success rates were 3 percentage 
points higher than the online section average. 

 

Figure 7 

 
 

At the Sunnyvale Center in fall 2016, 59% of the courses were program related. 

 

Figure 8 

 
Program course subjects include:  Accounting, Business, Child Development, Music 
Technology, Computer Science, Paramedic, Emergency Medical Responder, 
Geospatial Technology, Graphic and Interactive Design, Allied Health Science. 
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There were a total of 1,351 Sunnyvale Center students who had a declared major on file 
during fall 2016 term. The top 10 majors these students selected are listed in Figure 9. For 
this data, students enrolled in exclusively online, non-credit and/or apprenticeship courses 
were omitted.  As noted in Figure 10 below, 67% of students had CTE majors. 
 
Figure 9  

 
 

 

 

Figure 10 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Percent
1 1CHD Child Development 124 9%
2 1CIS Computer Science 119 9%
3 1BUS Business Administration 113 8%
4 1PAR Paramedic 76 6%
5 1BIO Biological Sciences 60 4%
6 1ACC Accounting 59 4%
7 1R T Radiologic Technology 50 4%
8 1CST Computer Science for Transfer 49 4%
9 1PAZ Paramedic-CEA 41 3%

10 1PYT
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In fall 2016 the 43% of the classrooms were used 21 hours or more per week on the 
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Facilities Master Plan Update 2016-17 
Proposed Project List – Pending Further Analysis, Prioritization and Funding 

 
The project list is organized by the Facilities Planning Principles agreed to in 2015-16 
focusing on projects related to Equity, Community, and Resources. 
 

Facilities Planning Principles 

Equity - Promote Student Success 
�x 
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Site Enhancements to Improve Campus Connectivity and Safety 
 

20. Campus ADA upgrades.  Repair western entry at lot 5/6 & path south of 5200; refresh 
AC walkways; fixes at remaining courtyards; stairs & ramp modernization at pedestrian 
bridge; allowance 
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i. Lot 1H/Practice Field:  Build a turf (synthetic) field for soccer, lacrosse, 
football, etc. 
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55. New KCI Roof 
56. Consider using part of new building construction budget towards artwork. 
57. Miscellaneous Building Upgrades and Repairs, restroom renovations not done under 

Measure E or C. 
58. Storm Water Drainage Improvements 
59. Water System Replacement & Upgrades 
60. Hydronic Line Repair & Replacement 
61. Landscape Water Saving Improvements 
62. PV System Component Replacement  
63. Tree Removal & Replacement  
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