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Labor Market Analysis: The occupational outlook for the Pipe Trades industry shows strong demand and
growth over the next ten years in Santa Clara and San Benito counties. The projected employment of
Plumbers, Pipefitters, and Steamfitters is expected to grow by 29.8% in the period from 2010 to 2020. The
California State Employment Development Department expects the number of professionals employed in
the Pipe Trades to increase from 1,190 to 2,480. The Certificate of Achievement in Residential Plumbing is
an important contribution in efforts to educate California's workforce and meet local demands for educated
professionals in the Pipe Trades. More generally, the National Skills Coalition reported in November, 2007,
that jobs in the middle of the labor market, "those that require more than high school, but less than a four-



supply and waste water systems. The courses required for the Certificate of Achievement in Residential
Plumbing also meet a few of the requirements for the Associate in Science Plumbing degree.

The Certificate of Achievement in Residential Plumbing program is conducted in partnership with the Pipe
Trades Training Center apprenticeship program. The apprenticeship program is five years in duration,
requiring a minimum of 6,900 hours of on-the-job training. After 4 years of classroom and paid work
experience, students are recognized as joumeypersons within the Pipe Trades industry, working to



Item 6. Place of Program in Curriculum/Similar Programs
The Certificate of Achievement in Residential Plumbing does not adversely affect existing programs at
Foothill College in terms of competition for students or courses, nor does it take material resources away
from other existing programs at the College. The Certificate of Achievement in Residential Plumbing is
designed to create pathways for students from Pre-Apprenticeship and Apprenticeship through an



Appendix A:
Labor Market Analysis

for Plumbing and Steamfitting Employment
for San Benito and Santa Clara Counties

from 2010 -2020
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