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DATE:  August 29, 2018  
 
TO: Sean Bogle, Dean, Student Affairs & Activities 
 
FROM: Elaine Kuo, College Researcher   
 Ben Kaliczak, Research Assistant 
 
RE: Food, Housing and Transportation Security Survey, Spring 2018 
 
 
Overview 
The Food, Housing and Transportation Security survey was developed to assess the basic needs 
levels of Foothill College students during the spring term. Students were invited to participate 
in an online survey that was accessible for a month. They were asked to indicate whether they 
experienced any food, housing, or transportation insecurity during the past 12 months. All 
enrolled students could participate (11,799), and 781 surveys were completed, resulting in a 7% 
response rate.  
 
Highlights 

�x Less than half the students indicate they experienced higher levels of insecurity in 
housing (323 or 41%), transportation (311 or 40%), or food (299 or 38%). 

�x Homelessness is reported by 11% of survey respondents or 84 students. 

�x More Foothill students are 
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Student Suggestions2 
Student experiences documented through open-ended questions include feedback and tips for 
other students who might be struggling with basic needs insecurity. Below are comments from 
six students
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Foothill 
# 

Foothill 
% 

National 
% 

Difference 
% 

Any of the below items: 390 50% - - 
The food that I bought just didn't last, and I didn't have money 
to get more 253 32% 52% -20% 
I couldn't afford to eat balanced meals 314 
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Student experiences documented through open-ended questions reflect concerns with 
struggling with housing issues. Four students commented: 

�x I just feel for international students finding suitable and affordable housing is tough. 
Like we don't know kinda [sic] where to look for housing and stuff or where to find 
roommates who would like to share. 

�x In Bay Area, the rentals are too expensive and unaffordable for these students to live 
close nearby Foothill College. 

�x  Foothill should probably make a college housing near Foothill that are way more 
affordable because rent prices in Silicon Valley area is very expensive. 

�x Housing is obscenely priced here, so I don't know how you can help with that, but 
something desperately needs to be done. 

The two homelessness survey items that had the highest response rates are: did not know 
where they were going to sleep, even for one night (9%) and that they didn't have a home (5%).  
Top homelessness issues among the national sample include: did not know where you were 
going to sleep, even for one night (8%), and was thrown out of your home (6%). 
 

 

Foothill 
# 

Foothill 
% 

National 
% 

Difference 
% 

Any of the Below Items: 84 11% 14% -3% 

Was thrown out of your home 33 4% 6% -2% 
Was evicted from your home 19 2% 3% -1% 
Stayed in a shelter 13 2% 2% 0% 
Stayed in a vehicle, abandoned building, or other place not 
meant as housing 34 4% 
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Chart 3 shows student respondents’ housing security and homelessness status compared to 
regional and national rates identified in a Wisconsin Hope Lab study of housing security and 
homelessness among college students. 

Chart 3. Comparison of Home Insecurity Levels, Foothill College vs. Regional vs. National. 
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Student experiences with their transportation struggles are documented through open-ended 
questions. 
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Table 4. Comparison of 
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 Count Percent 

Total Additional Comments 168 100% 

Comments on Food


