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DATE:  January 3, 2018  
 
TO: Kennedy Bui  
 
FROM: Doreen Finkelstein, Research Analyst   
 
RE: Assessment analyses for 2017 program review 
 

 

Introduction: 

 

This report serves two purposes: 

1. Identify the demographic trends of students who received an Accuplacer placement in 

math, English, or ESL between 2014-15 and 2016-17.  

2. Explore findings from the Fall 2016 multiple measures placement pilot, which ran from 

June 14 – July 21, 2016.    A multiple measures placement is made via a combination of 

high school GPA and high school coursework.  Demographics of students who received a 

multiple measures placement during the pilot are reported, along with the percent who 

received a higher placement with multiple measures, and the rate of placement into 

college-level math or English compared to previous years.  

 

Results Overview: 

 

 The number of math placements has steadily declined over the past three academic 

years, decreasing by 7% between 2014-15 and 2015-16, and again by 13% between 

2015-16 and 2016-17.  Overall, there were 865 fewer math placements in 2016-17 than 

in 2014-15.  No demographic groups dropped in their relative placement rate compared 

to other groups.   

 The number of English and ESL placements fluctuated over the past three academic 

years, increasing by 10% for English and by 7% for ESL between 2014-15 and 2015-16, 

then decreasing by 4% for English and by 5% for ESL in 2016-17.  Overall, there were 162 

more English placements in 2016-17 than in 2014-15, and 15 more ESL placements.   The 

percent of Asian students placing in English has steadily increased, as has the percent of 

female students placing in ESL. 
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 In 2016-17, the percent of placements that were retests were: 

o 10% for math 

o 6% for English 

o 12% for ESL 

 During the Fall 2016 multiple measures pilot, 43% of multiple measures math 

placements were higher than the Accuplacer placement, and 60% of multiple measures 

English placements were higher than the Accuplacer placement.   The student groups 

who showed the biggest gains with multiple measures were: 

o African American students: 67% placed higher in math, and 75% placed higher in 

English. 

o Latinx students:  64% placed higher in math, and 71% placed higher in English. 

o Filipinx students:  68% placed higher in English. 

o Pacific Islander students:  83% placed higher in English. 

o Students age 26 or older:  64% placed higher in math, and 75% placed higher in 

English. 

 During the Fall 2016 multiple measures pilot, there was a large increase in the rate of 

placement into college-level courses: 

o 63% of math placements were into college-level courses compared to 40-45% in 

previous years.  The student groups who showed the biggest gains in rate of 

placement into college-level math were African American students and Filipinx 

students. 

o 66% of English placements were into college-level courses compared to 32-40% 

in previous years.  The student groups who showed the biggest gains in rate of 

placement into college-level English were African American students, Filipinx 

students, Latinx students, and Pacific Islander students. 

 

Results Detail: 

1. Who received a Math, English, or ESL placement via Accuplacer?  Who received 

placements via retests? 

 

Tables 1-3 below show the breakdown – by ethnicity, gender, and age – of students who 

received a placement in math, English, or ESL in 2014-15, 2015-16, or 2016-17.  Data is by 

placement rather than by student, so a student who received more than one placement is 

counted multiple times.  The tables contain: 1) the count of Accuplacer placements for each 

student group; 2) the percent of placements for a student group out of all placements; 3) the 

count of placements received via an Accuplacer retest; 4) the percent of retest placements for a 

student group out of all retests; and 5) the retest rate for the year for each student group (i.e., 

the percent of their Accuplacer placements that were retests).  

Retest data coding began partway through the 2015-16 academic year.  Hence, the 

retest data only reflects 2016-17 and part of 2015-16.   Retests were defined as regular retests 
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English: 

 Table 2 shows English and English retest placements for the different demographic 

groups over the past three academic years.   

All Accuplacer placements 

 The total number of English placements increased from 2681 to 2960 between 2014-15 

and 2015-16, then decreased to 2843 in 2016-17.  Latinx students made up the largest number 

of English placements (36% in 2016-17), followed by White students (26% in 2016-17) and Asian 

students (24% in 2016-17).   Female students consistently had slightly more placements than 

male students (51% vs. 48% in 2016-17).  The majority of placements were for students age 25 

or younger (85% in 2016-17). 

 The percent of placements by student group has remained relatively stable over time 

with a few exceptions:  African American students slightly declined in their percentage in 2016-

17 compared to the previous two years (4% vs. 6%); and Asian students steadily increased in 

their percentage every year (19% in 2014-15, 22% in 2015-16, and 24% in 2016-17).  Also, the 

percentage of students age 25 or younger increased slightly every year (83% of placements in 

2014
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Table 2 
English Placements 

 All Accuplacer Placements Placements via Retests 
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ESL: 

 Table 3 shows ESL and ESL retest placements for the different demographic groups over 

the past three academic years.   

All Accuplacer placements 

 The total number of ESL placements increased from 958 to 1027 between 2014-15 and 

2015-16, then decreased to 973 in 2016-17. Asian students made up the largest number of ESL 

placements (60% in 2016-17), followed by White students (21% in 2016-17).   Female students 

had more placements than male students (62% vs. 38% in 2016-17).  The majority of 

placements were for students age 25 (in)-4m9 Tm/icementgen0J
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Table 3 
ESL Placements 

 All Accuplacer Placements Placements via Retests Retest Rate 

Student Group 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2015-16 2016-17 2016-17 

By Ethnicity 

African American 9 
1% 

11 
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2. Who received placements during the Fall 2016 multiple measures pilot?  How often 

were placements higher with multiple measures? 

 

Table 4 shows, by ethnicity, gender, and age, the number of Accuplacer and multiple 

measures placements students received during the Fall 2016 multiple measures pilot (which ran 

from June 14 – July 21, 2016).   
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3. Who placed into college-level courses during the Fall 2016 multiple measures pilot?  

How does this compare to usual placement rates for student groups? 

 

Tables 5 and 6 show, by ethnicity, gender, and age, how many students placed into 

college-level math and English during the Fall 2016 multiple measures pilot, which ran from 

June 14 – July 21, 2016, and how many placed into college-level math and English during the 

equivalent periods in Fall 2015 and Fall 2014, calculated as the number of days before 

instruction.   Also shown for comparison are the percentages of each student group that placed 

into college-level courses via Accuplacer during the full 2014-15, 2015-16, and 2016-17 

academic years.   The Methodology section contains more information on these counts and 

percents. 

 

Math: 

 As illustrated in Table 5, all student groups showed a gain in placing into college-level 

math when the possibility of placing with multiple measures was offered.   Outside of the Fall 

2016 multiple measures pilot, the overall placement rate into college-level math ranged 

between 40-45% from Fall 2014 through Spring 2017, including during the pilot-equivalent time 

periods in 2014 and 2015.  However, during the pilot, the overall placement rate into college-

level math went up to 63%.  The groups with the largest gain in college placement rate over the 

equivalent time period in
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Methodology: 

The numbers shown for the Fall 2016 multiple measures pilot in Tables 5 and 6 are the 

count and percent of students who placed into college-level courses through either Accuplacer 

or multiple measures, or through both placement methods.  The percent is calculated as the 

fraction of all students in that group who received any 


