
 

 
FOOTHILL COLLEGE ANTH 2AH WINTER 2019 COURSE SYLLABUS 

ANTH 2AH Honors Cultural Anthropology 
Section 01H - CRN 31145 

Meets TTh. 8:00 - 9:50 a.m. in Room 3101  
January 8th through March 26th 
Prof. Kathryn Maurer 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Instructor Information 
Dr. Kathryn Maurer holds an M.A. and Ph.D. from UCLA and has conducted fieldwork in 
Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, Ecuador, Italy, Greece, Spain, Ireland and the Southwest and Bay 
Area of the United States. She has directed Study Abroad programs in Greece and Spain, and 
has worked as an applied anthropologist in the public sector. She is currently Chair of the 
Foothill Department of Anthropology.  

Contact: Private Message in Canvas (best for messages from students); Email 
maurerkathryn@foothill.edu or phone (650) 949-7751 

Office Hours held in Room 3102: T & Th 10:15-11:45 a.m. and by appointment  
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Do you recognize any of these images? 
What’s going on in each of them?  
Where are they from? How can you tell? 
Do YOU relate to any of them? How?  
What do these images tell us about what 
it means to be human?  

mailto:maurerkathryn@foothill.edu
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As a participant in the honors course, you will have the unique opportunity to explore 
these concepts in a seminar-style fashion, and carry out first-hand fieldwork culminating 
in a final project and presentation. 
 
Students who successfully complete this course can expect to achieve the following learning 
outcomes:   
 
Outcome 1 – 
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The Foothill Anthropology Department has purchased multiple copies of this book 
for students to check out from the Foothill Library FOR FREE for the entire 
quarter! Be sure to go ASAP to pick yours up! If you would like to own your 
copy of the text or you are unable to get to the Foothill library, the text is also 
available at the Foothill Bookstore, and from many other 3rd party sources. If you 

find a copy from another source (friend, other online site, etc.), be sure you are buying the 
correct editions of these texts.   
 
In addition, you will be expected to access resources I will post in Canvas, our online course 
management site. You may also be directed to access other required materials on the web (e.g. 
YouTube) and Foothill Library resources (e.g. Foothill Library Databases by Subject and Films 
on Demand). These journals and film databases are password protected for currently enrolled 
students. Check your access by clicking any of the database links, and enter your student id. If 
you are denied access, please contact a Foothill librarian at 650.949.7611.  
 
I will demonstrate logging into the Canvas site during the first week of class.  

Course Components, Evaluation & Grading  
This course consists of a combination of lectures, discussions, films, presentations, readings, 
individual and group activities & exercises, fieldwork opportunities and exams. Attendance 
combined with active and quality participation in all course components is essential to achieve 
the learning objectives and a corresponding high grade. All components complement each other 
in supporting the course learning objectives (see above under Course Description and Learning 
Objectives), yet are graded separately. The following two charts explain the percentage of your 
final grade by course component and the grading scheme for the final letter grade for the 
course: 

Table 1: Course Components & Max Point Award 

Component Max Points % of Grade  

Weekly Activities = 40% 

Participation & Class Assignments 200 20%  

Article Reflections  200 20% 

Ethnography Projects = 20% 

Culture Partners   50 5% 

Ethnography Project 150 15% 

Exams = 40% 

Mid-Term Exam  200 20%  

Final Exam  200 20% 

Total All Components 1000 100% 

Extra Credit  25 n/a 

 
Table 2: Final Grading Scheme 

Points Grade Points Grade Points Grade Points Grade 

99% + A+ 87% – 89.9% B+ 77% – 79.9% C+ 63% – 66.9% D 

93% – 100% A 83% – 86.9% B 70% – 76.9%  C 60% – 62.9% D- 

90% – 92.9% A- 80% – 82.9% B- 67% – 69.9%  D+ Below 60% F 

http://books.foothill.edu/home.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/
https://foothill.edu/library/
http://libguides.foothill.edu/az.php
http://library.foothill.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=17476
http://library.foothill.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=17476
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General Expectations (i.e. how to be successful in this class) 
I’ve designed my class to be engaging and demanding, and hopefully also fun and interesting :), 
and to meet the standards of a 4-unit, UC and CSU-
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or issue affecting this place/group/community. The project will be divided into segments (each 
graded individually), culminating in a final paper and an oral presentation. Written guidelines 
and evaluation criteria will be presented in class.  

Exams  

There will be an in-class mid-term and cumulative final exam, with a combination of question 
types such as multiple choice, T/F, short-answer and essay. See the lecture schedule for exam 
dates & times. Make-up exams for the mid-term will be given at the discretion of the instructor, 
only in the case of severe illness, accident or other monumental life events (proof will be 
required). The make-up exam will be in a different format, and must be taken within 1 week of 
the test date. No make-ups are allowed for final exams.  

Extra Credit  

There are multiple opportunities for extra credit. You may read and reflect in writing on any 
additional articles in the Brondo text which are not part of the required reading of the course. 
These reflections need to be shared to the Canvas site in a designated Extra Credit Discussions 
Forum. Each write-up or reflection will be awarded a maximum of 10 points, with a maximum of 
25 extra credit points total for the quarter. Only one extra credit assignment per week may be 
submitted and the last day to turn in extra credit is the day before the final exam. In addition 
there may be other extra credit opportunities presented in class during the quarter (specific 
assignments and point awards will be indicated with each opportunity).  
 

 

Other Important Stuff… 

Statement of Inclusion 
We will have many small group and all class discussions during the quarter about a range of 
topics many students will connect to on a deeply personal level (e.g. religion, politics, gender, 
race and ethnicity). Given the highly sensitive, personal, profound and often conflictive nature of 
these subjects for many individuals around the world, and in this class, it is imperative that we 
come to the subject with an open-mind, a spirit of respect, and a desire to analyze and 
comprehend all viewpoints as forms of social and cultural expression without judgment or 
derogatory language. I commit to doing everything in my power to create a safe and comfortable 
learning environment for everyone in the class, and I require you to do the same. I will enforce a 
strict line between expression of personal opinion and belief (very welcome in class) and 
expressions of prejudice (e.g. racism, sexism, religious intolerance, homophobia, transphobia) 
in your language or non-verbal behavior (not welcome in class). If at any time you are 
concerned about the classroom environment, please see me right away.  

Online Access  
Although this is a face-to-face class, you still must have access to a reliable computer and 
consistent access to the Internet to download and submit assignments, and to access some 
course materials (I’m really trying cut down on all those photocopies and save some trees, 

/onlinelearning/studentresources.php
/onlinelearning/studentresources.php
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times a week. Announcements will be delivered via email through My Portal or via the Canvas 
site so be sure to maintain current your email account in My Portal

https://myportal.fhda.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
https://ssoshib.fhda.edu/idp/profile/cas/login?execution=e1s1
http://www.foothill.edu/services/documents/Z-Card.pdf
http://turnitin.com/en_us/home
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Late Work Policy 
All homework is due by the beginning of class on the specified due date, and is considered late 
any time after that. Late homework will be allowed for a maximum of 9 days past the due 
date, but will be marked down 10% of the maximum grade for every calendar day the 

https://foothill.edu/counseling/


http://www.foothill.edu/tlc/
https://foothill.edu/drc/index.html
https://foothill.edu/drc/index.html
http://www.foothill.edu/international/curr_main.php
http://www.foothill.edu/vet/
https://foothill.edu/financialaid/
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Weekly Schedule of Topics, Readings & Assignments 
A couple of important notes about the schedule and assigned readings: 

 This schedule, including required readings and assignments due, will likely change (a 
little) during the course. Please be sure you are checking weekly the most up-to-date 
schedule, found in the online syllabus in Canvas.  

 The readings for a specific date and topic should be completed in advance of that week, 
unless otherwise specified.  

 Please bring your Brondo reader to class. We may not use it every day, but I often plan 
class activities that rely on it. Thanks!  

 
Date Topic Readings and Course Prep 

(have done before class) 
Assignments 
Due/Events 

http://lera.ucsd.edu/papers/sci-am-2011.pdf
http://lera.ucsd.edu/papers/sci-am-2011.pdf
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Date Topic Readings and Course Prep 
(have done before class) 

Assignments 
Due/Events 

Week 5 – Globalization & Culture; and the Mid-Term Exam  

Tue 
2/5 

Module 5: Globalization, 
World Systems and Culture 

Key Questions & Concepts #5 
Welsch & Vivanco Chapter 5 
Brondo #9.1: “The Price of Progress” 
Brondo #9.2: “Being Indigenous in the 21

st
 

http://www.aaanet.org/stmts/racepp.htm
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Date Topic Readings and Course Prep 
(have done before class) 

Assignments 
Due/Events 


