Associated Students of Foothill College
Resolution on Affordable Housing

Whereas, a recent study* showed that California community college students are
increasingly housing insecure, with 1 in 5 students currently homeless, roughly
400,000 students in the system, and that 60 percent of community college students
in California have experienced recent housing insecurity and 50 percent have
struggled with food insecurity in the last year; and

Whereas a “burden survey” of over 450 FHDA students in 2019 examining barriers
to student success mirrored statewide data, with 60% of respondents reporting
housing insecurity; and

Whereas, the mission and values of both Foothill College and De Anza College are
firmly grounded in equity and reflect support for all students in reaching their goals,
regardless of their backgrounds; and

Whereas, housing and food insecurity can seriously negatively impact the mental
and physical health and well-being of community college students, especially those
already at risk, thereby reducing their opportunities for success. Thirty-one percent
of Black students reported being without permanent shelter, while 34% of
transgender students and 27% of gay and lesbian students lacked stable homes?;
and

Whereas, Silicon Valley has seen over the years a tech boom that has fueled a
demand for housing, but not the necessary supply of housing to meet that demand?
; and

Whereas, the Bay Area housing crisis has resulted in pricing many FHDA employees
out of being able to purchase a home while also leading to the skyrocketing of
rents; and

1 The California Community Colleges #RealCollege Survey conducted by the Hope
Center (March 2019). Link:
https://hope4college.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/RealCollege-CCCCO-Repo
rt.pdf

2 “Community colleges can cost more than universities, leaving neediest students
homeless,” by Anita Chabria, March 7, 2019, Los Angeles Times)

3 “Secret lives of Bay Area part-time profs: Here's why they work at Safeway, live

out of cars” (February 5, 2018) Link:
https://www.sfgate.com/expensive-san-francisco/article/The-secret-live work terte A









