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Why OER? Why now?

Cost of a college education, 
including tuition, housing, 
transportation, and textbooks, is 
difficult or prohibitive for many 
students

Growing numbers of faculty 
creating and using OER, 
statewide and nationally

It’s in our College Strategic 
Vision for Equity

Foothill College Advisory Council 
has been asking us for our 
recommendation around 
textbook costs



Please keep in 
mind!

Course materials are faculty 
purview. No one is challenging 
that.

This effort is faculty-driven.

There is no moral value 
judgement implied



Survey Instructions:
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Which of the following is most true for you?

N = 94





Write in 

responses 

re: 

resources 

used

• Reader that isn’t free or cheap but limited to 
assigned reading to reduce cost

• Open Stax

• Subscription content site

•





If you'd like to move 
towards eliminating 
materials costs for 
students in your 
classes but haven't yet 
done so, which of 
these are reasons that 
are holding you back? 
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I'll receive a negative course eval

Other faculty will think lesser of me

A specific publisher textbook is required for

industry certification or accreditation

I have concerns that my course won't



• Limited OER for my discipline 

• OERs don’t cover the material as well (?)

• I believe in some cases it is appropriate to encourage participation in book culture--which includes awareness of 

supporting artists and writers-- through the purchase of text

• Free translations are inferior for my field of study. Good translations that are academically viable tend to be 

expensive

• Website course material changes frequently. I am concerned that OER resources will be outdated.

• I believe quality materials are valuable, and I do not understand why there is an attitude that books should be free. 

An expert spent time to write them, after years of training to become an expert in the first place. Is that person's 

work worthless?

• Worried about accessibility issues with OER

•



Thoughts? 
Reactions?



Possible next steps


